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COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT

Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours (04.08.2014
Shri Randeep Surjewala addressed the media today.
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On the question of the reaction of the Congress party that it was only two months
ago that the changes were made in the UPSC, now why the Congress party was
behind it, now the Congress party is in opposition and is opposing it for the sake of
opposing it? Shri Randeep Surjewala said qua the pattern of examinations and the
objections that were received from various student organizations, it is the Indian
National Congress and its UPA government which was then in power which
proceeded to grant, as | have already pointed out, on the intervention of the
Congress Vice President Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji two chances up to the year 2014 to all
the students. It is on the demand of the students that the then Prime Minister former
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji proceeded to constitute a Committee to have
a comprehensive look at the entire pattern of examination. We have heard this
criticism in hindsight many times or you did that - that is why we are doing so.
I thought NDA came to power because they felt that the policies of UPA’s alliance
were not 100% accurate. It is only when the problem was noticed that UPA
proceeded to grant two years’ chance which was not enough and that is why UPA
ordered a comprehensive review of the entire C-SAT examination. Today the
problem is -

(1) Students are demanding scrapping of C-SAT that is one issue - students are
also stating that the entire translation that is being done through Google by
UPSC and the government is lopsided and at time nonsensical putting the
students belonging to Hindi and regional language at a severe disadvantage
by the announcement made today by the FHon'ble Minister in PMO office. [He
has only extended chance by a year. He has only said that they will be
English comprehension marks will not be counted for purposes of gradation
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and that is why we have placed five important questions raised by various
student unions including BJP own student union for consideration of the
government as to if the marks are not going to be included for gradation, why
have the examination.

(2) Whether the government is proceeding to reject the demand of the students
for scrapping C-S5AT. What would happen to meaningful sensible
translations of even non-English questions that various students have been
demanding which is currently being done in literal nonsensical fashion
through Google and not through translators?

(3) What would happen to the larger scheme that the students have been
demanding qua discrimination with Hindi and other regional languages as
also the so-called urban rural divide and how does the government propose
to solve it. There are all questions that government must answer.

On a question as to why the Congress party is playing flip-flop and turning its
back on the issue of Insurance Bill in view of the fact even the NCP pointed out
that it was originally in 2008 the UPA had planned this Bill, Shri Surjewala said [
would respectfully say it is not correct. All that Indian National Congress wants
is that all stakeholders must be appropriately consulted and taken on board.
[ndian National Congress has always been pro-investment but it has always
spoken about inclusive growth with investment and if the interests of lakhs of
people involved in the Insurance sector is going to be jeopardized then necessary
balancing has to be done and there is no final Yes or No. Consultations are still
on. We do stand committed to provide constructive support in national interest
on all issues to the BJP’ government. However, we shall continue to articulate the
voice of the poor as also the voice of those workers and people involved in the
Insurance Sector also,

On the question of reaction of the Congress party on the statement of
Shri Janardan Dwivedi on the comments of Jagmit Singh Brar, Shri Surjewala
said I have not heard Shri Janardan Dwivedi Ji's statement in the context of
which he has said so. I would refer back to him and revert back to you.

On a question as to why the Congress party is opposing Insurance Bill since the
crux is to up the FDI from 26% to 49%, Shri Surjewala said it is a misnomer with
due regard to say that Indian National Congress is oppesing the Bill. We only
want a balanced consideration of all issues including involvement of all
stakeholders prior to taking a considered rational reasonable decision.
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On the question of the reaction of the Congress party that a lady Additional
Judge in Gwalior had to resign, Shri Surjewala said the incident is unfortunate.
The President of All India Mahila Congress has already made a detailed
statement on the issue today. It is the onerous responsibility of the Chief Justice
of India and his brother Judges in the Supreme Court to give adequate protection
to the ladv Judge, seize the entire record, conduct a short time bound
investigation, hear both the parties as per already defined procedure and punish
the guilty person.

On another question as to whether the Congress party will oppose the Insurance
Bill in its present form, Shri Surjewala said as already explained, matter is under
deliberations within the party. We have had a look at the Bill as is being
proposed by the government and we shall take an appropriate call by
considering various contours of the matter.
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In the related question to the above and in context of the Congress party sitting
in the opposition, Shri Surjewala said this is not the first time that the Indian
National Congress has sat in opposition nor is it the last attack on the Indian
National Congress and its ideology. We are determined and capable of
defending all attacks and will continue to work to win the hearts of people of
India with stronger vigour with even more dedication and in a more humble
Imanner.
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