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Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours 08.08.2014
Shri Salman Khurshid addressed the media today.
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National consensus built around the foreign policy - Panchsheel Principles - are
of enlightened self interest that we have articulated across the globe and our
appreciation of India’s foreign policy and implementing of India’s foreign policy.
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We believe that we have left the foreign policy for our country at a level where there
was wide spread appreciation in the world that we interacted and interfaced despite
a very complex world that was growing into some very-very threatening conflicts.
In the Middle East for instance, we have seen what is happening in Iraq and Syria,
we have seen what is happening in Palestine and we have seen what is happening
in other parts of the world which includes central Asia and Fast Europe. Under the
UPA government; India’s foreign policy was always taken to be stable, reasonable,
sensible, fair and non-partisan foreign policy. Obviously the roots were in non-



alignment movement where one takes side with any major power blocks and India
developed its own personality and its own existence in a very complex world,
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Shri Salman Khurshid said that food security is a major issue that the consensus
which we have been able to build has been dispersed and India stands isolated.
Diplomacy is not about heroics; diplomacy is about being a hero and not just
showing that you have done some heroics. I think this is a serious matter. [ think
right across the span, we are lacking in serious approach in implementation of
foreign policy but these are early days for the government. We do not want to pass
final judgment but we do want to add this caution that these are very serious
matters and we feel that they are not being taken in the spirit of seriousness and
with the care and caution that India’s foreign policy deserves.

To a question as to what, in specific terms, you want from Prime Minister when he
meets President Obama, Shri Khurshid said 1 frankly feel if he consults our party,
we would say what our priorities are and they would remain priorities largely when
we spoke, when I spoke to Secretary Kerry on several occasions and the PM met
with President Obama at the White House in the previous year but [ think a good
thing is that they should share what their intents are, what their priorities are, what
are they going to do in US in terms of are they going with the shopping list, are they
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going with a bag of goodies, are they going to offer something, are they going to
seek something, that should be clear. Our relationship with the US is important
relationship. It is a relation that has been nurtured very carefully by the UPA and
there have been remarkable developments in relationship with the US but there are
differences which are because of domestic constraints both in the US and in India
and we have to use the best diplomacy to ensure that the distance created by
domestic constraints largely of economic nature but vou might call them partly
economical. Those constraints are put to rest. We do know that when we were in
government, we insisted on certain issues of reciprocity. I read from the newspaper
columns that some of that reciprocity has been given a go by - something to do with
clubs and facilities that are available to diplomats. We are concerned that an Indian
diplomat was treated very badly and therefore, we thought that if our diplomats are
going to be treated very badly, then courtesies and extra courtesies towards the US
diplomats must be curtailed purely and simply on account of reciprocity. If that is
being changed, I think the country would like to know. There should not be any
difference in what you say and in what you do.

On another question to elaborate the ‘isolation” part, Shri Khursid said [ would not
speak In great detail because a very detailed paper has been given to you by
Shri Anand Sharma who has analyzed very categorically and carefully. 1 would not
want to divert your attention at all to something that I say which might not the best
available to you. But what he has said that we were left with two or three countries
whereas larger consensus of very important countries had been built in Bali on Food
security.

On another question as to what has been your take on India’s foreign policy,
Shri Khurshid said that is why I said no conclusive judgments but we are duty
bound to caution when we see that there is a slip and a slide. It is not something that
should be not done. We are just trying to be careful because if you end up damaging
foreign policy, repair takes a very long time. Therefore, we believe and we are
concerned about our national aspirations in the entire globe. 1t is important that we
must keep the foreign policy on the right track unless of course somebody
categorically says we want to depart from this track but in that case it should be
brought before the people.

lo a question that Prime Minister should tell the details of his meetings to the
nation, Shri Khurshid said [ am beginning to wonder whether the Prime Minister
thinks that he had a quota of how he speaks and therefore, he does not have
anything left but I think as Prime Minister all the advise he was giving to us, he
should continue to give it to himself, he should be more available, more transparent
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and certaini}f he should speak more, if he does not want to speak in parliament, at
least he must speak to you people.
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On the question of the India’s foreign policy in the backdrop of meeting of
Ms. Sushma Swaraj with, Secretary of US Ms. Kerry, Shri Khurshid said there is a
clear case of hypocrisy. I am honestly not going to say that every party is a 100% the
same in power and outside power because when you are in opposition, in order to
calch attention of the populist that has not voted for you or not supported you to the
extent you wanted, you raise the pitch, but if you raise it so much that when you
happen to come to power, vou will find it difficult, that is what is happening with
the BJP. They raised the pitch on foreign policy to such an extent that they do not
know what to do with it. There is an honorable way of doing it - that is to stand up
and he should admit that I was wrong. We are going to have Independence Day
very soon, let it be announced there. . [ have just discovered vou should not do such
things. We took a consistent position, we did not go back to the composite dialogue,
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we did not even go back to resumed dialogue, we only said at best, we will have
some points of contact informal or partly formal, some points of contacts to figure
whether it is possible to move back in some form of dialogue and if we are to move
back to some form of dialogue, we must have some deliverables, we were very clear
on that. Let me tell you I was present when our PM Dr. Manmohan Singh spoke to
the PM of Pakistan at the UN. It was very clear that this deliverable will have to be
made and the PM of Pakistan indicated in the manner in which a communication
can indicate that there would be some satisfaction. If there is no satisfaction, how do
we move forward? If there is a reason that I can’t figure out and they should share
that reason with me or the rest of the world, if they were wrong, they should simply
say we were wrong. There is nothing wrong in saying we were wrong.
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