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Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours 22.08.2014
Shri Salman Khurshid addressed the media today.
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On the question of stand of the Congress party on the observation of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court on Leader of Opposition whereas the Speaker has said that they
are not going to give the post of LOP to the Congress party, Shri Khurshid said
[ am not sure that there is clear cut decision on this. I have seen what
Mr. Kharge had said, it seems to me that there is no final decision that has been
conveyed. Certainly it has been conveyed to us but if the matter comes up in the
Supreme Court in any case without any petition being filed or any initiative
taken by the Congress party and the matter becomes that of a constitutional
point in the Supreme Court, then many people in the political parties might be
asked and may be interested in putting forward their views and then Congress
party may also do so but whether we would initiate some proceeding etc. The
party would take a stand appropriately but this decision was announced very
recently, we were disappointed, we had felt that both in the interest of the
parliamentary democracy as indeed reflective of the requirements of the
important constitutional positions that have to be filled by the constitutional
persons, it was necessary for the country to have a Leader of Opposition.

On the question as to what does Congress party feel about the independence of
the judiciary in wview of the Judicial Accountability Amendment Bill,
Shri Khurshid said | will tell you that the Congress party supported the passing
of the Bill in both Houses - for this reason, there was a large political consensus
on the need to reform the Collegium but you have reported and you have heard
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from Mr. Kapil Sibal, you have heard from Mr. Moily, [ may have spoken also in
a few places, where there are issues that all of us have felt the need to be
considered more deeply and more widely. We have all certainly felt along with a
lot of senior people outside the Congress party that consultations on a much
wider scale should have taken place before the passage of this Bill in order
perhaps to obviate the ultimate outcome of the court having lo re-examine its
earlier judgments but it seems that it did not happen and as a result some people
are beginning to prepare petitions that will be filed. As I understand in a next
few days Fali Nariman said that he would settle a petition and argue it. 50 we
will have to wait to see and [ think at an appropriate stage when it comes to
court for hearing, it would go to Constitution Bench - may be of 5 or 7 Judges - 1
think the Congress party will call all its people who are directly involved in the
arca of judiciary and judicial reform and then will take a final call.

On another question whether you are ruling out the option of moving the
Supreme Court in view of the recent decision of the Speaker not to give the post
of LOP to the Congress party; Shri Khurshid said I told yvou that Mr. Kharge who
is the Leader of our Parliamentary group in Lok Sabha has reacted and broadly
and I think his reaction was disappointed but this is Speaker’s decision and we
respect and we accept the Speaker’s decision. 1 think there are issues involved in
it that the party might look at it more carefully but [ am not in a position today to
commit that the Congress will want to go to court or not go to court because
there is no clear decision communicated to us and I think the party will examine
it appropriately and let you know but if the matter comes to court by itself
without the party having taken any initiative and everyone is participating in
discussions in court, then I will assume that our party will also share with the
court what our view is.

On the question of confrontation between the judiciary and the government with
regard to the Judicial Appointment Amendment Bill, Shri Khurshid said there is
a classical understanding that everything that happens in parliament is beyond
the purview of the court but you do know that things had happened in
parliament and in Assemblies and the courts have intervened and interfered -
the first such case was confrontation between the judiciary and the UP assembly
and that matter had to be resolved through some new measure. This is actually a
moot question as to what extent court can interfere in the internal affairs of the
parliament and to what extent parliament is sovereign, it is a moot question, and
it has touched many times. Every time the speaker has taken a decision about
disqualifying somebody because of the disqualification law, parliament has had
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to answer to court as well and the courts have intervened. So in the matter of
LOF, whether it falls on the one side or the other side, it is difficult for me to
judge and say to you right now.
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On the question that from this podium the Congress party has been speaking
against Asa Ram Bapu and now the Spokesperson is defending him, what is the
party’s stand now, Shri Khurshid said I don’t have to endorse whatever is said
from the party platform - is the party position and we are all wedded to the party
and we are all part of the party and therefore, if we have any vision even to this
to agree to party position, that will only be done inside the party but as [ said we
should not confuse two different issues - one is political party position and one
is professional position. I will just give you an example. I do not think our party
endorses any murder but lawyers are asking for bail everyday for murder cases.
So you can either say that you join the Congress party, you should stop doing
anything else and make your money in some other way or you should say that
you should earn an honest living now if an honest living means having to argue
for a person may or may not be honest, that is really for you to speak to Bar
Council of India about and if there is any I am not here for hearing comments
and [ am here for answering questions.

On the question as to whether the Congress party is satisfied with the position of
now on the LOP, Shri Khurshid said I have said that this observation of the
Supreme Court -we welcome but it only an observation and they have asked the
government to respond given them four weeks and once the government
responds and the Supreme Court makes up its mind whether it wants to proceed
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any further, we would then be in a position to decide whether we want to assist
the Supreme Court one way or the other and I am sure other political parties
would want to do the same.

On the question whether the Congress party would want to be impleaded in this
case, Shri Khurshid said sometimes the court itself, in constitutional issues, gets
states and political parties impleaded, sometimes people seek to be impleaded,
but as [ have said till such time as the government gives the response to the court
and the court moves forward, | don’t think that it would be appropriate for me to
comment and it would be pre-mature for me to respond. Our party will wait for
the appropriate reply to be filed by the government.

On the question of Teesta Seetalwad tweeting and showing Baghdadi as equal to
‘Kali’, Shri Khurshid said you are asking wrong person this question. You are all
media people. Media’s fundamental tool is freedom of expression and therefore,
we must respect it to the maximum but to be honest, everybody who believes in
freedom now is more and more convinced that there are limits to freedom and
the limits to freedom frankly speaking have been in a classical terms described as
my freedom to swing my arm ends where your nose begins. You have to take a
balanced view from both sides but who should decide this, should it be decided
by the government or by another adjudicatory body either from within the press
or from the outside the press or a judicial office. That is something which is still
open question in our society, it is still being debated and I would imagine that
the press has a major role to play then. You can really judge vourself when this
kind of portrayal is done, whether it is a portrayal that would be harmful to our
society. I am quite clear that just taking offence is not enough, just feeling sense
of hurt is not enough but if that leads to some kind of an outrage that can cause
physical damage, loss of life, loss of property and law and order situation, then
you need to look at it more carefully but [ think it is for media to examine more
carefully.

(Tom Vadakkan)
Secretary
Communication Deptt.



