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Shri Anand Sharma addressed the media today.
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Shri Anand Sharma said the decision of the Prime Minister and the announcement
of the Prime Minister is a kneejerk half baked announcement from the ramparts of
the Red Fort. While claiming that he is in favour of consultations and strengthening
the federal structure by giving more space and role to the states of the Union of
India, he has exactly done the opposite. It is arbitrary, there was no consultation
with the states and none of the CMs were ever informed. It would have been proper
for the Prime Minister first to write to all the CMs, take their views on board before
taking such a major decision. This is a body blow to the federal structure. It is not
strengthening the federal structure. Only the National Development Council is the
right body and the forum in which CMs are Members and also the senior Ministers
and the PM chairs it to take this decision. We feel that the government lacks clarity
and confuse the country by tweeting to the people of India to give their suggestion,
I do not know what institutional mechanism is to go through lakhs of millions of
tweets and how can anybody sit and decide what would be the nature of planning,
The Planning Commission has contributed through the 11 Five Year Plans and the
12 is currently under implementation in a planned development of the country
where there is defined role of the states and also the budgetary allocations for all
centrally sponsored and schemes and the building of the infrastructure. If any
departure is to be made, the states have a key role to play. Secondly, what model -
are hearing of Prime Minister Chairing the Think Tank to replace the Planning
Commission or another structure which is not the bottoms up approach but a top
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down approach like China have done away with the Planning Commission and
converted it in to NDRC which is more driven by Politburo. We in India and I say
with concern and responsibility that none is aware as to what made Shri Narendra
Modi to do this. He owes it to the country. We are a democracy, cannot take such
decisions in such a manner. We strongly object to this. Also it is equally important
for me to mention that in doing so, Narendra Modi Ji and BJP government are
showing antipathy and reversion to the builders of the Modern India Pt. Jawahar
Lal Nehru who was not only the front ranking leader of India’s freedom struggle
having spent the maximum number of years in prison during the British colonial
repression but he was also the builder of all modern Institutions like 1Ts, 1IMs,
Indian Institute of Science, Planning Commission, Indian Institute of National
Space, Space Science and all other organizations whether you talk of Hahit}ra Kala
Academies, the role of Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, it is his signature and if we have
doubled these institutions during the UPA taking the No. of IITs from 7 to 16, and
taking the No. of [IMs again from 6 to 13 and National Institute of Science from 1 to
5, National Institute of Design from 1 to 5, it is done that was continuation
respecting what Nehruvian vision was. This government also talks of the same but
the PM did say that he does not believe in majority, he believes in consultation and
consensus but there is a big difference between what he says and what he does.
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On another question that Mr. Chidambaram also wanted the Planning Commission
in a New Avatar, Shri Sharma said that is what | have said. The restructuring or
new avatar, I have told you in my opening remarks that Dy. Chairman of Planning,
Commission had prepared a 15 page note and sent the same to the Prime Minister,
That document is available. Shri Sharma said there is a big difference between
restructuring and dismantling,. |

On another question as to how the Congress sees the calling off the Secretary level
talks between Pakistan and India, Shri Sharma said let me amplify it. There has to
be consistency and coherent policy in engaging with Pakistan. We cannot change
history or geography; we have to accept the existence of a neighbor with whom
[ndia has tense and difficult relationship for historical reasons. BJP and Narendra
Modi Ji in opposition had taken an extreme view virtually castigating UPA even for
any contact. I would like to say that the composite dialogue process between India
and Pakistan was suspended and frozen after the Mumbai terror attack and the
composite dialogue was never restored by the UPA government. It did not mean
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that we were not talking but we never restored the dialogue Now Shri Narendra
Modi Ji and his government has taken a decision. The country is absolutely in dark
because the functioning of the government is opaque as I have said there is no
clarity. What has been discussed in two meetings between the PM of Pakistan and
the PM of India is not known to anyone of us. This has never been shared even with
parliament. If a decision was taken to have talks at this level when there were
constant violations of ceasefire, escalation of terror attacks, tension on the border,
then what was the understanding? There has to be an understanding as the basis to
have the talks at the Foreign Secretary level. The PM and the government must
share that understanding on the basis of which they agreed to talks in the first place.
Main issue is not of calling off, the main issue was of switching on the dialogue
process, there has to be some understanding. It is not something. Even if you take a
small decision to go somewhere in Delhi, you will plan about it. Here you are going
to talk with Pakistan. What was the motivation? What was the understanding and
assurance? That must be shared with the country. Secondly, the PM and the
government had two earlier occasions - one was the attitude of Pakistan state when
it comes to bringing to justice the perpetrators of Mumbai terror attack including
Hafiz Sayeed. His exoneration was one such serious occasion, this was happening.
The PM was in Kargil - Good - but at the same time when he was speaking in
Kargil, there was a big terror attack in Kashmir where our six jawans were killed.
There was no reaction then. It raises many questions and frankly speaking we will
appreciate if the government takes the country into confidence, takes the opposition
into confidence about these matters and what development, assurances and
understanding made Shri Narendra Modi decide that there should be a dialogue at
such high level. We do not know, we are not in government. What assurance
Nawaz Shareif had given and whether those assurances were violated. What was
the understanding reached?

On the question of the stand of the Congress on Pakistan High Commissioner for
meeting the leaders of the separatist group, Shri Sharma said this is objectionable.
India has always objected and disapproved but at the same time recall is something
which the government has to decide. The larger issue here is that as the
preparations were being made for a dialogue between the Foreign Secretaries
Pakistan forcefully put Kashmir on the top of the agenda. All the actions which I
have said - there is the defined pattern. That is why [ am repeating myself what was
the understanding reached because when we talk of understanding, did Nawaz
Shareif assure PM Narendra Modi that Pakistan establishment I am using the word
‘establishment’ very cautiously - this means Pakistani army and those elements who
are supported of militant outfits are on board for the restoration of dialogue at a
high level with India.



Uh g YTl WX 6 dr Q1 INg IR @1 Wigfa ® @ gg uve € (6
sreradrdl e wadr 8, =N el 9 wer & siys) ) Jiegw 2 el g3t ) Ao
2 f& s 2, omd €, fiad € wiel Ragad 21 98 91 oRfra yg & qig o)
frerd o wiRd & WeT 39 WX 0= amufed widE 21 wRd o ¥er @2l & & g+
gI®] Ugdl 2] $Yd, 98 B JHARS T, SR B ANl S JHAESH B 2,
Wa 1) svd &1 o &, U Waed 2, Iremadrel 2, 9 agHT 91d wad 2
al d1d el 2| SlEl dé HRd WNGN Ud AR 29 &1 9 8, A4 g4a! &l
Wiee Hgl [dar|

Shri Sharma said we have never accepted because in a democracy it is the people of
Kashmir who elect their government, who elect their MPs they vote. Hurriyat is
neither representative of Kashmiri people nor democratic organization. Therefore,
they are not authorized to engage in any manner when it comes to such complex
issues. My question was very simple - Hurrivat is a fragmented organization and
when the PM of India was in Kargil and the big terror attack was there in the same
state Capital in Srinagar. There was no reaction similarly when there was the
exoneration or clean chit to Hafiz Sayeed, we were quiet and I have linked three
things.

On the question that it has been said by Pakistan side that the UPA government did
not provide enough evidence in the form of voice samples to complete the trial in
26/11, Shri Sharma said what was required to be communicated and to be shared
has been shared. It is the sincerity of Pakistan state which is in question. Whether
they want to punish the perpetrators who have been supported and it is very well
known why elements within the establishment, security establishment, who
Pakistan chooses to refer as non state actors, but India has never accepted that
terminology.

On the question of the Congress party over the fact that despite the meeting called
off, Pakistan High Commissioner is going ahead with the meeting, Shri Sharma said
Pakistan has a known policy viz-a-viz this particular issue and India and Pakistan
have over the years tried to engage each other in a constructive manner to resolve
the vexing problem. India has made it clear that Kashmir is an integral part of the
Republic of India. The State of Kashmir is not there for any territorial negotiations,
The only issue which we have is of terror, militancy, violence which finds support
from elements within the Pakistani establishment which Pakistan must end. That
would be in its own interest and for the regional peace, security and stability.

On the question of the Congress party on Chinese incursions, Shri Sharma said
these are sensitive matters. First we have to get details and let the government
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officially comment on it for us to respond because when it comes to issues of
national security, defence, we always take a very careful and considered view and
we also looked at what the facts are and to recheck the position and facts as on
ground, then we will come up with the informed comment on this matter.

On the question of the AK Antony report, Shri Sharma said I am not privy. I know
as much as you know about the report because the report has been submitted. The
CWC will discuss the report which has been submitted. First it has to be discussed
and its recommendations or findings taken on board by the party leadership and
then we will share our views. I am afraid I have not been informed of the date but
am sure the CWC will meet and discuss the report.

On a question of the reaction of the Congress party on a movie being released on
27th August “Kaum De Heere” to depict the assassins of former Prime Minister
Smt. Indira Gandhi as the ‘gems of community’, whether the Congress party will
ask for the ban, Shri Sharma said this is the for the government and the concerned
authority to see that how serious this would be and its repercussions and fall out.
Indira Gandhi was not only the PM of India; her leadership was acknowledged by
all including her opponents and the rest of the world. She led India to great
victories. There are many achievements during her Prime Ministership and she is
martyr for the people of India. Any distortion of history, any eulogizing of assassins
is something which is reprehensible, unacceptable and there are bodies, boards
which have to take a view, give the certification, give the permission and they must
take serious note of it. After losing thousands of lives and not of blood for years in
the province of Punjab, we are happy that we have been able to restore peace, order
and stability in Punjab. Nothing should be done to vitiate that environment and
once again take away peace and security away. That is our concern.
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