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Highlights of the Press briefing Held at 1615 Hours 14.08.2014
Shri Salman Khurshid addressed the media today.
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Shri Salman Khurshid further said on this wonderful happy occasion when India
celebrates its success, we on behalf of the Congress party, AICC take this
opportunity to congratulate Dr. Manjul Bhargava of Indian origin who has made
us proud by being awarded Fields Medal of Mathematics. He is at Princeton
University and this international award is seen as perhaps on par if not next to
Nobel Prize in the field of scholarship in any subject. Along with him
Dr. Subhash Kote who is again a person of Indian origin who has received the
award. We congratulate them and celebrate in their success. While we celebrate
the success of overseas Indians, people of Indian origin that make us proud I just
want to add foot note that this has not happened in three months. This is part of
a generation of the Indian spirit and the idea of India that has been uncalculated
and that has been nurtured and assiduously and very sincerely supported by the
Congress Party and the UPA government over the past decade and then of
course the long history of our working on a successful glorious nation but while
we look at the happy side and right side of our heritage, there is concern that
[ must express and share with you.
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“People are losing faith in the government. Delhi is blind owing to its vote bank
politics, movement of Pakistan and China can be seen even on google map.
China had intruded and they went back but our own soldiers had to retreat
within our own country as a bargain set. Mr. Modi is climbing on UPA's foreign
policy on China”.
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To a question over the Pak policy and whether the Congress is to go ahead with
it and whether the Congress party is opposed to it or favouring it
Shri Khurshid said [ think before being trying to be honest with I’ akisnta and
trying to get Pakistan to be honest with us, | think it is important that we become
honest amongst ourselves. We want to know about their policy is. I think it was
said in parliament by the Home Minister and very brave of the Ilome Minister to
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say this and I think on this nobody would not support the Home Minister that he
intends and is determined to bring fugitive back from Pakistan who is seen in
India as enemy No. 1 for the enormous amount of distress that he caused us in
Mumbai and he wants to bring that guy back and now if he wants to bring that
person back - a fugitive, a criminal - what happened during the conversations
with the Prime Minister when the two Prime Ministers met at the time of the
gathering of SAARC leaders when they came for oath ceremony. Was this issue
said as vociferously and as strongly and as clearly to the Prime Minister of
Pakistan? We would want to know. [ think there should be little bit of honesty.
Nobody wants to know secret operations, that might be necessary or information
that are available with intelligence agencies but at least the broad principle
should be clear and that broad principle should not only be repeated in
parliament or anywhere else for getting quick popularity but actually should be
shared with those who have had to deal in the past and hopefully would deal
with in the future.

To another question as to what went wrong especially on the lines that our
neighbouring countries became our enemy, Shri Khurshid said [ don’t think that
is correct to say unless that is your assessment or what has happened recently.
Our neighbours are not enemies. We had the best of our relations with our
neighbours. Of course, our ncighbcurs have their own domestic concerrns; we
have our own domestic concerns. There are political aspirations of people of
different countries otherwise we would not be different countries. We are
different countries because there is collection of people who feel together as one
whole people and they have aspirations but we also have over the years found to
look at connectivities and overlaps where our common interests should be
looked at and that is what India has consistently followed as a policy. We had
outstanding relationship with our neighbours even with China. [ am glad to say
and we feel that we have a proud record of ten years of dealing with China of the
UPA in which [ believe our Prime Minister met the Chinese leadership on
a separate occasion both in India and China bilaterally. Our only problems have
been with Pakistan and [ think that is a clear history, you know the baggage of
history and you know how much that has cost us but inevitability of living
together with vour neighbours is that is what we have enlighted way and we
tried to work towards that but ensuring that we protect our national interest.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party over the statement of
Shri Manohar Parrikar, Shri Khurshid said the fact is that somebody in some
other country see somebody in some other form and gives a label or a name, why
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should that worry us. You are familiar with the colonial language in London; a
lot of people who have dark skin are called ‘Pakies’. It does not mean that if we
are in London, we become Pakistanese. It is a people with less experience often
express themselves in a manner that perhaps more experienced persons would
not accept it or justify it.

On the question of reaction of the Congress party over the statement of
Shri Omar Abdullah on Indian army, Shri Khurshid said this is a local
administrative issue. 1 don’t think this should be seen as a major issue. These
sorts of issues are resolved in normal course of business.

Udh 3= U U P ue avw dl o wEe ofl eed & e ' diesl A€l [Qu
sirar sk wa wYer amar |1 4 @) 9vel, s weife | @8 & ve 9ra smu @l
gzl @Y € b gaR Aar St A ag aw o & udl $1 "ldd @1 daEr
et | g ) f5 9 @id 4 ge @ s iR We ¥ ey ab WfEd ety
gl gred o & oidf & @t @1 Slas &1 avy el sk A wwsEn g (@
sul Uhd BN ® g1 SwelA g "ET f$ ewr A ' 6 dlw gg A1 wesl e
g} aiud ¥y wg <2 o, 4t gEd o & uidl & we Jaren &1 sewx e el
sfifee go—gaey sl yffEa & ein & sla—alq qldar) iR
qlad W dd) v &g Fgfe @ ot 2 31 &N o Gl o srevw iy s
SXdeld @ed | fb qgl anar @ e fora wfikar @ 9 wa@) 9 gad @,
wgse v2 8 o s R @l @1 gys [Bar o gt 9u e @) fSde @
fere sfaa ver|

To another question on the reaction of the Congress party over the comments
passed by Mr. Kirti Azad of BJP on Mr. Kharge of the
Congress that he was in the dark when discussion on communal violence was
going on, Shri Khurshid said frankly you have to choose who to play on a
particular day and our leadership then picks people who they believe at the
moment are best equipped for that particular subject. I don’t think that this
should be linked up with leaders’ themselves not speaking. This is not the first
and the last debate. This is only a build up to a very important discussion which
is going to f{inally decide the destiny of the nation. You will see more and more
interventions made at different levels. I don’t think we can sit and here and judge
parliamentarians how they perform. In any case the point is that what Mr. Rahul
Gandhi wanted was this issue to be flagged publically; the issue has been flagged
significantly.



To another question that Mr. Nawaz Sharif on Independence Day of Pakistan
today has mentioned about the Kashmir issue in context to what Mr. Modi and
the MEA has said, Shri Khurshid said that Kashmir is really an internal matter of
our country. Of course, we had agreed that there was a bilateral dispute that
would be resolved only if they give us satisfaction on being honest sincere in
dealing with us, they can’t put gun to our head and expect us to sit down and
talk to them. | am repeating the words of our PM and I am repeating those
words. But having said that there are issues that we will resolve at home, there
are issue we need to resolve at home amongst ourselves, amongst the brothers
and sisters of our country, we will resolve our issue, that is not for Pakistan to
tell us how to do it and why interfere with it but if to the extent that Pakistan has
historical dispute that it believes it has a cause to put across it to us, that is only
possible if they comply with the basic conditions that are necessary for two
countries to talk to each other and the basic conditions that were assumed in the
Shimla Agreement would be available from both sides. We think that Pakistan
has not fulfilled that commitment which is the reason why there is no
conversation toda V.

IR R eFIIR Y& fav| &1 Seciad R 48 ¢ yo oy 1 guffe =
FEl & # $Id =™ o TEHdl 8 3% g1 &1 wail & g0 &4 v
Rerefl ¥ fodv g9 sidusdla sfad @ forv sUdT 989 91 #8c@ & |«
gdbl HIAd 2 (& a9 wyn 2 afdd & g guy 2, a8 urkd 2 [d g
I W Swiforg 81 8 AR 89 98d 1@ 9ol § ®»dd sdldl 39
o 7 ol & ¥ sy sudl dev yd [Q2d o wRd &1 us srawl w@Irr of)
frer 2 dfes o8l R a1 Sfag 2 g8 rHesl O IReR &1 8 dl 8, WaR
g el 89 9 3R g wifee WRerR @ df o o | 9verR & 9y {hdaHr
HIMd & SHBI GOl AUDBI T GBI BIAT| SN A[IE &I N dl BT
TG FT8d © df 89 I8 IAHT 9@l o1 @ foy duR € @gife 98 Qv fBd
@l qid 2 9w RRa & e gq aw Hl &l &1 dy @

(Tom Vadakkan)
Secretary
Communication Deptt.



